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These reference tables contain statistics of the total population in China and several other South-east Asian countries. 
Here we also compare the UN projections made for these countries in 2017 and 2019. The graph besides each table 
shows the total population of that year, and the absolute change over time. The x-axis is the absolute change while the y-
axis is the total population. Each circle represents a certain year.

For the five countries analysed here, only the projections for Vietnam have been revised downward, and those for the 
other four have been revised upward. Many South-east Asian countries are now expected to see greater population 
growth than was expected by the UN in 2017.
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Total human population, with projections from 2017 UN report, China, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950, Figure for 1650: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_China; then UN world population prospects 2017 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 59.600 1
1000 0.03 59.000
1500 0.17 103.000  
1600 0.25 160.000 1600
1650 -0.22 140.000 1650
1700 1.45 138.000 1700
1820 2.13 386.298 1820
1830 1.57 414.688 1830
1840 0.15 417.729 1840
1850 -1.77 417.729 1850
1860 -2.74 382.243 1860
1870 -0.46 362.978 1870
1880 1.12 373.117  
1890 1.62 385.284  
1900 2.18 405.562  
1910 3.65 428.882  
1920 3.35 478.564  
1930 2.37 495.800  
1940 2.93 525.984 1940
1950 3.97 554.419 1950
1951 13.81 569.611 1951
1952 11.48 582.029 1952
1953 9.97 592.568  
1954 9.13 601.971  
1955 8.81 610.834  
1956 8.86 619.598  
1957 9.13 628.551 1957
1958 9.50 637.854  
1959 9.92 647.556  
1960 10.39 657.686 1960
1961 11.02 668.335  
1962 11.97 679.732  
1963 13.36 692.280 1963
1964 15.14 706.461  
1965 17.14 722.562 1965
1966 19.10 740.746  
1967 20.63 760.771  
1968 21.40 782.009 1968
1969 21.39 803.577  
1970 20.95 824.788 1970
1971 20.45 845.482  
1972 19.83 865.687 1972
1973 18.96 885.146  
1974 17.90 903.614 1974
1975 16.70 920.945  
1976 15.49 937.018 1976
1977 14.51 951.927  
1978 13.98 966.040  
1979 13.92 979.881  
1980 14.06 993.877 1980
1981 14.19 1008.000  
1982 14.56 1022.253  
1983 15.48 1037.124  
1984 16.87 1053.211  
1985 18.57 1070.863  
1986 20.24 1090.348  
1987 21.26 1111.342  
1988 21.11 1132.866 1988
1989 19.79 1153.566  
1990 17.81 1172.445 1990
1991 15.78 1189.184  
1992 13.97 1204.004 1992
1993 12.49 1217.129  
1994 11.41 1228.992 1994
1995 10.49 1239.940  
1996 9.56 1249.981  
1997 8.73 1259.067 1997
1998 8.17 1267.442  
1999 7.88 1275.407  
2000 7.67 1283.199 2000
2010 7.07 1359.755 2010
2020 4.07 1424.548 2020
2030 -0.35 1441.182 2030
2040 -3.84 1417.473 2040
2050 -6.44 1364.457 2050
2060 -7.78 1288.707 2060
2070 -7.65 1208.909 2070
2080 -6.82 1135.754 2080
2090 -5.75 1072.519 2090
2100 -4.69 1020.665 2100

1

16001650 1700

1820
183018401850

1860 1870

1940
1950 19511952

1957
1960

1963
1965

1968
1970

1972
1974

1976

1980

1988
1990

1992
1994

1997
2000

2010

20202030
2040

2050

2060

2070

2080

2090
2100

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

-10 -5 0 5 10 15 20 25

To
ta

l p
eo

pl
e 

in
 th

e 
C

hi
na

, e
st

im
at

ed
 a

nd
 p

ro
je

ct
ed

 (m
ill

io
ns

)

Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

China total human population, with UN 2017 projections, year 1 to year 2100 

The opium wars and the disaster that caused resulted in the 
population of China falling from around 412 million people in 
1840 to 358 million by 1870. The first British colonial opium war 
with China lasted from 1839 to 1842 and resulted in the 'Unequal 
Treaties' (the treaty of Naking) and the establishment of Hong 
Kong as a British colony. The second opium war was a British 
and French invasion of China that lasted from 1856 to 1860. The 
population of Hong Kong is not included in this graph.

China's population fell 
when a shortage of 
silver coins and 
widespread famine led 
to the fall of the Ming 
dynasty  in 1644.

The two child policy of the 1970s and the 
one child policy of the 1980s, 1990s, and 
2000s, coupled with prior fertility decline, 
resulted in population growth rates 
peaking in China around 1968 with a 
smaller echo in 1988, 20 years later.

The population of China is projected to carry on 
growing until just before 2030, after which it is 
projected to at first fall slowly, and then more and 
more rapidly, due to there being far fewer 
prospective young parents.

The population of 
China falls back below 
one billion people 
shortly after the year  
2100.

The one child policy was abolished on the 1st of 
January 2016, but with little effect as by then people 
had become used to having one child in the majority of 
circumstances.

The Chinese revolution of 1949 
was followed by a baby boom 
and the establishment of the 
People's Republic of China.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, China, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950, Figure for 1650: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of_China; then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 59.600 1
1000 0.03 59.000
1500 0.17 103.000  
1600 0.25 160.000 1600
1650 -0.22 140.000 1650
1700 1.45 138.000 1700
1820 2.13 386.298 1820
1830 1.57 414.688 1830
1840 0.15 417.729 1840
1850 -1.77 417.729 1850
1860 -2.74 382.243 1860
1870 -0.46 362.978 1870
1880 1.12 373.117  
1890 1.62 385.284  
1900 2.18 405.562  
1910 3.65 428.882  
1920 3.35 478.564  
1930 2.37 495.800  
1940 2.93 525.984 1940
1950 3.97 554.419 1950
1951 13.81 569.611 1951
1952 11.48 582.029 1952
1953 9.97 592.568  
1954 9.13 601.971  
1955 8.81 610.834  
1956 8.86 619.598  
1957 9.13 628.551 1957
1958 9.50 637.854  
1959 9.92 647.556  
1960 10.39 657.686 1960
1961 11.02 668.335  
1962 11.97 679.732  
1963 13.36 692.280 1963
1964 15.14 706.461  
1965 17.14 722.562 1965
1966 19.10 740.746  
1967 20.63 760.771  
1968 21.40 782.009 1968
1969 21.39 803.577  
1970 20.95 824.788 1970
1971 20.45 845.482  
1972 19.83 865.687 1972
1973 18.96 885.146  
1974 17.90 903.614 1974
1975 16.70 920.945  
1976 15.49 937.018 1976
1977 14.51 951.927  
1978 13.98 966.040  
1979 13.92 979.881  
1980 14.06 993.877 1980
1981 14.19 1008.000  
1982 14.56 1022.253  
1983 15.48 1037.124  
1984 16.87 1053.211  
1985 18.57 1070.863  
1986 20.24 1090.348  
1987 21.26 1111.342  
1988 21.11 1132.866 1988
1989 19.79 1153.566  
1990 17.81 1172.445 1990
1991 15.78 1189.184  
1992 13.97 1204.004 1992
1993 12.49 1217.129  
1994 11.41 1228.992 1994
1995 10.49 1239.940  
1996 9.56 1249.981  
1997 8.73 1259.067 1997
1998 8.17 1267.442  
1999 7.88 1275.407  
2000 7.67 1283.199 2000
2010 7.81 1359.755 2010
2020 5.23 1439.324 2020
2030 0.49 1464.340 2030
2040 -3.10 1449.031 2040
2050 -5.80 1402.405 2050
2060 -7.22 1333.031 2060
2070 -7.36 1258.054 2070
2080 -6.88 1185.891 2080
2090 -6.04 1120.467 2090
2100 -5.21 1064.993 2100

1

16001650 1700

1820
183018401850

1860 1870

1940
1950 19511952

1957
1960

1963
1965

1968
1970

1972
1974

1976

1980

1988
1990

1992
1994

1997
2000

2010

2020
20302040

2050

2060

2070

2080

2090
2100

0

200

400

600

800

1000

1200

1400

1600

-10 -5 0 5 10 15 20 25

To
ta

l p
eo

pl
e 

in
 th

e 
C

hi
na

, e
st

im
at

ed
 a

nd
 p

ro
je

ct
ed

 (m
ill

io
ns

)

Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

China total human population, with UN 2019 projections, year 1 to year 2100 

The patterns before 2010 are the same as those in 
China2017. But the projections here are generally 
larger than those in China 2017.

The 2019 report 
projects the population 
in China in 2100 as 
1065 million, which is 
larger than its previous 
projection at 1021 
million, a gap of 44 
million.

In 2017, UN has revised the previous 
projections about China's total 
population. The population in 2050 
was projected to be 1364 million, but 
now is projected to be larger at 1402 
million, a gap of 38 million.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Singapore, 1850-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950, then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1820 0.00 0.030 1820
1850 0.00 0.056
1870 0.00 0.084
1890 0.00 0.157
1900 0.01 0.215 1900
1920 0.01 0.391 1920
1930 0.02 0.596 1930
1940 0.02 0.751 1940
1950 0.04 1.022 1950
1960 0.05 1.633 1960
1970 0.04 2.072 1970
1980 0.05 2.412 1980
1990 0.08 3.013 1990
2000 0.11 4.029 2000
2010 0.09 5.131 2010
2020 0.06 5.850 2020
2030 0.03 6.262 2030
2040 0.01 6.445 2040
2050 -0.01 6.408 2050
2060 -0.02 6.265 2060
2070 -0.02 6.089 2070
2080 -0.01 5.915
2090 -0.01 5.789
2100 0.00 5.733 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Singapore total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1850-2100 

In 2019, the UN has revised its projection. 
Interestingly, before 2050, Singapore is now 
projected to decelerate the population 
growth faster than it was projected before. 
Hence it is now projected that in 2050 
Singapore will have 6.4 million people, 
which is larger than the previous projection 

The population grew fastest around 
2000, and is expected to start falling 
after 2050, but the report in 2019 
projects it to fall less than the 
projections made in 2017. It is now 
projected that in 2100, the population 
will be rather stable at 5.7 million. 
The projection before was lower at 
5.4 million.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Vietnam, 1820-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950, then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1820 0.08 6.412 1820
1870 0.13 10.305 1870
1913 0.18 18.928 1913
1950 0.29 24.810 1950
1960 0.93 32.670 1960
1970 1.08 43.405 1970
1980 1.23 54.282 1980
1990 1.28 67.989 1990
2000 1.00 79.910 2000
2010 0.87 87.968 2010
2020 0.81 97.339 2020
2030 0.52 104.164 2030
2040 0.27 107.795 2040
2050 0.08 109.605 2050
2060 -0.13 109.363 2060
2070 -0.27 107.062 2070
2080 -0.32 103.916 2080
2090 -0.32 100.709 2090
2100 -0.33 97.437 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Vietnam total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1820-2100

The population of Vietnam grew fastest 
around 1990. In 2019, UN has revised the 
projection. The slowdown is now projected 
to be greater than was projected in 2017. It 
projected that by 2050, population in 
Vietnam would only reach 110 million, 
compared to 115 million projected in 2017, 
5 million less!

In 2019, the population in 
Vietnam is projected to 
start falling by 2060, and 
be 97 million by 2100, 
which is lower than the 
2017 estimation which 
was 108 million, a gap of 
11 million!
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Myanmar, 1820-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950, then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1820 0.01 3.199 1820
1850 0.01 3.587
1870 0.08 3.873 1870
1890 0.18 6.832 1890
1900 0.20 9.282 1900
1910 0.13 10.895
1920 0.12 11.948 1920
1930 0.16 13.243 1930
1940 0.23 15.139 1940
1950 0.29 17.780 1950
1955 0.40 19.550 1955
1960 0.47 21.737 1960
1965 0.55 24.259 1965
1970 0.64 27.269 1970
1975 0.70 30.611 1975
1980 0.74 34.224 1980
1985 0.71 37.977 1985
1990 0.59 41.335 1990
1995 0.54 43.902 1995
2000 0.50 46.720 2000
2005 0.39 48.950
2010 0.37 50.601 2010
2015 0.38 52.681
2020 0.39 54.410 2020
2030 0.34 58.478 2030
2040 0.19 61.202 2040
2050 0.05 62.253 2050
2060 -0.05 62.157 2060
2070 -0.13 61.238 2070
2080 -0.19 59.568 2080
2090 -0.21 57.451 2090
2100 -0.24 55.299 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Myanmar total human population, with UN 2019 projections, 1820-2100

The estimates for the 2050 
population are roughly the 
same in the 2017 and 2019 
UN reports, both projecting 
around 62 million.

The population of Myanmar 
grew fastest around 1980. 
The new projection made 
in 2019 considers the 
population decline after 
2050 will be slower than 
the UN thought in 2017. 
The new projection of 55.3 
million in 2100 is 0.56 
million higher than that 
made in 2017.
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Total human population, with projections from 2019 UN report, Indonesia, 1-2100, (million people)

Source: Angus Maddison time series to 1950, then UN world population prospects 2019 onwards - central projection, https://population.un.org/wpp/Download/Standard/Population/; 25 June 2019
Frequency: Varied, End of period

Observation date Absolute change (million people) Total (million people) Label
1 0.00 2.357 1
1000 0.00 4.377
1500 0.01 9.007
1600 0.01 9.849
1700 0.02 11.028
1820 0.04 15.091 1820
1830 0.14 16.392
1840 0.15 17.807
1850 0.19 19.342
1860 0.41 21.701 1860
1870 0.44 27.563
1880 0.33 30.476 1880
1890 0.37 34.120
1900 0.40 37.965 1900
1910 0.42 42.119
1920 0.50 46.293
1930 0.82 52.028 1930
1940 0.88 62.610 1940
1950 1.26 69.543 1950
1960 2.26 87.751 1960
1970 2.98 114.793 1970
1980 3.33 147.448 1980
1990 3.20 181.413 1990
2000 3.02 211.514 2000
2010 3.10 241.834 2010
2020 2.87 273.524 2020
2030 2.26 299.198 2030
2040 1.59 318.638 2040
2050 0.89 330.905 2050
2060 0.32 336.444 2060
2070 -0.09 337.225 2070
2080 -0.40 334.740 2080
2090 -0.70 329.171 2090
2100 -0.99 320.782 2100
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Absolute change: increase per year (millions)

Indonesia total human population, with UN 2019 projections, year 1 to year 2100 

Just like China, the population 
in Indonesia is now projected 
to have a milder slowdown 
after 2020 than projected in 
2017. The 2019 UN report 
projects its population to 
reach 330 million in 2050, 
which is larger than its 
previous projection at 322 
million.

The population of 
Indonesia grew fastest 
between 1980 and 2010. In 
the 2019 UN report, the 
total population of 
Indonesia in 2100 is 
revised upward from the 
2017 projection of 306 
million to 321 million, over 
14 million higher!


